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SYVEA President’s Message – Winter 2020
Proud would be an understatement for what I am feeling towards an incredible group of people who
have persisted & persevered throughout 2020, working within the ever-changing guidelines dictated
to us by Santa Barbara County and the state of California, who still managed to put together some
wonderful equestrian events at our center during these trying times. Despite cancellations,

postponements & rescheduling, we still enjoyed excellent Reined Cow Horse competition thanks to

Sherry Linane. In fact it was Sherry’s tireless & persistent efforts at the County level which allowed ALL
our other equestrian events to finally go forward. Please be sure to mark your calendars for the Santa
Ynez Stock Horse Show coming
up January 30-31st.

Our inaugural Ranch Horse

Saddle Series was a resounding

success, with many thanks due to
Lisa Lyons, Karyn Stevens, Lisa

Novatt & Nancy Hunsicker along
with many other volunteers &

sponsors who made it a terrific
show experience for all. Lisa’s

ever-more creative trail courses
along with Karyn’s tireless work
in the show office made our

inaugural Saddle Series one to

remember. The committee is already hard at work planning the 2021 Ranch Horse Saddle Series

which will feature expanded divisions. The Dressage Schooling shows organized by Carole Bennett
were all well attended and enthusiastically received this year, as was the first Hunter Jumper show.

VPA also hosted 2 well attended events this fall including a heartfelt tribute in honor of Larry Saarloos.
During a year which saw many non-profits shut down due to lack of funds, we are financially stable
and will show a modest profit for the year. Our membership has stayed strong at 250+ and the

demand to rent the facility for weddings, retirement parties, celebrations of life and various other

events has never been higher, however, due to the Covid-19 restrictions put in place by the county we
have been forced to turn all these events away, resulting in lost revenue.

Roger Fortier laser-leveled the OSD [lower] arena in early spring, then added several truck and trailer

loads of new sand & spread it. The results were amazing, with some of the best footing we have ever

SYVEA President’s Message – Continued
had in the OSD arena—much appreciated by all the contestants as well as our members who regularly
ride at the center.

Hunter Jumper shows returned to our center this year, resulting in power washing, painting and

generally refreshing all the jump standards and poles. Additionally, Carole Bennett is adding a Hunter
Jumping/Schooling Clinic arena to her popular Dressage Schooling show format in December.
Our grounds & landscaping have

never looked so beautiful, thanks to
Don Woodward’s man David

Castillo, who works 40 hours a week
at the center, all paid for by Don.

Unfortunately, we lost our large pine
tree in the upper parking lot—it has
provided much shade over the
years—another casualty of the

beetle infestation which has plagued
California. Once again Don and his
team saved us well over $1,000 by

using his own equipment to completely cut down, chip & mulch the dead tree.
Our most recent Board of Directors meeting this year was held via Zoom; not only was it productive, it
was painless. We are looking at the possibility of holding our annual meeting via Zoom as well. The

continuing Covid-19 lockdown will dictate how we proceed with that and we have the 1st quarter of
2021 to make that decision.

Andi Culbertson is working with the Board of Directors to arrive at a new, simplified set of Bylaws that
will better serve the needs of our Equestrian Association. More on that soon. Also, we will be sending
out a membership survey via Survey Monkey early in 2021—we want to hear from you! Please look
for it in your inbox.

Your guess is as good as ours with respect to what events we will be able to schedule in 2021. We will

keep our fingers crossed and hope the pandemic is brought under control so we can return to normal
or whatever the New Normal will be.

From all of us on the Board, we wish you and your family a Happy Healthy Merry Christmas and a
prosperous New Year.
David Hunsicker

Sunset Auto Center Rider of the year

Sunset Auto Center Rider of the Year
This award is designed to recognize an exhibitor who continuously demonstrates a
positive attitude and is gracious not only in victory, but also in defeat. One who is

competitive but who is also supportive of his or her fellow competitors. A rider who

always puts concern and compassion for the horse above all else and is willing to lend
a hand or a kind word to anyone in need.

The Sunset Auto Center Rider of the Year is Lindamae Suprinski!
We cannot thank Sunset Auto Center enough for sponsoring these
great awards for our members.

If you are in the market for a new car or truck – Give Brad a call!
(805) 743-3903

SYVCH Message

Our November event was setting up nicely when Mother Nature announced she would be joining
us…after a nine month show drought and 95+ degree weather all week, the forecast was calling
for rain – it was unbelievable…you never know in our area; so, we pressed on. The day started
with promising blue skies and a rainbow spanning the entire Valley and we thought we had

dodged a bullet. And, then fifteen minutes before show time the rain came down in sheets,

followed with freezing sideways rain, and then beautiful sunshine; just as you thought it began to

clear up, it would pour again and even began to hail. As wild as the weather was everyone was in
great spirits and held strong, as did the arena and the show went on.

Now to the exciting news for 2021 – Partnering with the Fiesta Stock Horse crew was one of our

best decisions made to date. This show is going to be one we will remember! The Santa Ynez
Stock Horse Show is where three Cactus saddles, three Tres Rios/Professional’s Choice bridles,

fourteen buckles, Eleven Resistol Hats, Eleven Stable Mix Gift Certificates, Eleven UltraCruz Equine

MSM Powder, a Cooper Saddlery Tote & cash prizes will be awarded in one weekend! We added

our slate of NRCHA classes with $1,150 added to ensure there is a place for everyone. Entries due
January 2nd.

We are anxiously awaiting this one and are very hopeful 2021 will be an fun year for everyone!!

Trainer Tip - Draw is not the same as pull
BY: Nathan Morton
Nathan Morton Performance Horses Lucama, North Carolina 252-315-1012
Draw is not the same as pull. It is a
cue. It is a show of good faith that
as you take slack out of the reins,

the horse’s feet follow before your
hands meet the mouth.

A top trainer I used to work for

called it a preparatory command, a
conditioning of your responses. A
horse can feel your slightest

movement just as well as it can
ignore your greatest heave.

I think of it as a chain reaction.

There is the original motion, or the
cue. If that is ineffective, the rider
can righteously follow through

with the same motion until the

horse at least acknowledges the

cue. If I don’t like my reactions or
their timing, I try to repeat the

same thing over and over until

there is no resistance in my signal.
If you want confrontation when you pick your hand up, just ask for it and you shall receive. Always
allow some period of time between your draw and your follow through. Draw is asking a horse to
come to you. It is giving the horse a fair chance to understand what you ask.

The Arena Drag – An underappreciated job
 “Why do we need ten
minutes for the drag…can’t
he go faster?”
 “Do we have to drag every
twelve horses?”
 “It’s only boxers…can we
skip the drag so we can end
the day earlier?”
If you have ever managed a horse show you have likely heard one of these comments or something similar and
perhaps scrambled to meet the demands of the riders, however I have learned you cannot rush the process.

Over the past couple of years, I have taken the time to educate myself on the importance of the ground at our

arenas and why the drag is so important. I spoke with several dirt contractors, horse trainers and a Dragmaster
specialist, however the most educational lesson to date was the one before our last event. We had been at the
arenas setting up for the better part of four hours. I was focusing on the office and setup outside the arenas
while Mark was actively working on the ground and that is when he waved me over. He opened the tractor

door and told me to hop in. I thought I was in for a romantic ride…and boy how wrong I was! Mark said if I
wanted to understand the drag, I needed to feel it and he could not have been more right.

Inside the tractor it was loud. There is a constant crackling sound of metal parts churning, the air in the cab

was hot and stagnant, the enclosure is small and cramped and if you opened the window for air the noise was
deafening. It was this small, confined space where we would spend our next four hours. I gained a whole new
appreciation for our drag crew that very day.

As the tractor turned and changed directions the washboard ruts, deep divots and lumpy footing shook the

tractor; making it jump at times. The rattling of the cab intensified in the harder areas. Traveling in a lower gear
I urged Mark to kick it up a notch and get it done, however he reminded me it was not about being fast and

efficient, it was about doing it right. We did not just travel the line of the arena, but various patterns into the

evening. By alternating direction and patterns we began to breakdown the clumps of hard soil and smooth the
ruts below the surface. You could actually feel the dirt giving way to the process and fluffing up below the

tracks. It was a grueling, boring afternoon, but one that would prove to make all the difference. Mark returned
to the arenas before daybreak to finish what we had started and when the first horse entered the arena, it was
perfect. We received many compliments on the ground that day in November. It was a testament to Mark
and all his efforts. The ground held up through everything Mother Nature threw at us and we could not be
more grateful. At future events please take a moment and thank the crew behind the ground, He/She is an

important component to your horse’s wellbeing and performance level. It is a monotonous task, and our drag
crew will be forever appreciated at the SYVCH!

A Big Heartfelt Thank you to all our sponsors!
Without their support none of this would be possible. Please let our sponsors know that you really appreciate
their support by patronizing their establishments or saying thank you as they pass by.

Kingston Farms  Rob & Sue Guerra - Guerra Ranch

On The Bit Dressage Schooling Shows
I’m Carole Bennett and my husband and I

put on the On The Bit Dressage Schooling
Shows. We just finished our last one of
the year , Sunday December 13th . Even
with Covid, colder weather and shorter

days we had 50 riders doing a variety of

dressage tests from Classical to Eventing
to Western.

We also continue to see a growing

number of Juniors riding in all disciplines.

Participants come from all parts of Central
California and ages range from eight to
eighty!

I am excited to share that we introduced a “ride a course” jumping clinic
for the jumping population and it was a wonderful success! We had

about 40 riders going over fences from cross rails to 2’ and then 2’6. It
was an open card and the judge offered verbal notes regarding the
round to any rider that wanted her input.

We only gave out blue ribbons to the juniors as it’s not a show but

wanted to encourage the youngin’s to feel good about their riding. All
participants stated that they were hopeful that this would be offered
again next year.

So…speaking of next year; our vision is to have a series of shows (six)

and offer a year end awards dinner with a silent auction. Though the

SYVEC would not be obligated for any part of this dinner, I would like to have them on the invitation so it’s a
team participation. None of these wonderful shows would not be possible without this magnificent
facility!! Kudos for sure.

Riders need to ride in at least three shows in

order to qualify for year end and submit their
best scores for consideration.

Here are the dates for the shows next year: 2/
7, 4/18, 6/13, 8/8, 10/24, 12/12. I have all my
dressage judges booked and most of my
jumping ones.

Anyone interested in more information please
call or text me. (805) 452-7400. Or e-mail me
at carole@onthebit.show.

Trainer Tip - Perseverance
BY: Nathan Morton
Nathan Morton Performance Horses Lucama, North Carolina 252-315-1012
Perseverance in the worst

of times is always tough. It
brings out the best or

worst of a rider. It always
goes back to the

relationship you establish

with your horse. Winning is
often elusive and never

easy. When things do not
go right, it is easy to get
lost. Maintaining or re-

establishing a partnership

with your horse is the only

first step that has ever worked
for me.

You can eat an elephant, but not in one bite. This is all a game of give and take and

you cannot take more than you give. Be humble or be humbled. Train a show horse
rather than a robot. You need a partner that is on your team.

Train a horse to find the middle of you physically, mentally, and emotionally. Instill
confidence. When things fall apart, slow it down and repair it. Lead by example.

DUE TO THE COVID-19 EVENT CANCELLATIONS WE HAVE MADE THE
DECISION TO COMBINED THE 2020/2021 SYVCH CHAMPION
AWARDS TO INCLUDE THE FOLLOWING SHOWS:
JANUARY 2020, NOVEMBER 2020 & APRIL 2021
IF YOU QUALIFIED IN 2020 – YOU QUALIFY FOR APRIL 2021.

One weekend…

P

Valley Penning Association – Message from Bob Mott
VPA has been a regular paid user of the Equestrian Center’s upper arena for the last 6-7 years and that relationship
continued this year. The location, the cattle handling areas, and the fact that many VPA members are also SYVEA members
makes it an ideal place to host our events.
As with all of our organizations, 2020 was a relative non-year for The Valley Penning Assn. All things considered, chasing
cows is pretty low on the importance meter.... However, after a longer than expected shutdown the Board of Directors was
able to produce a few events at the end of the year with county approval. And... I was amazed to see how much our
membership was craving some social interaction and fresh air.
Under normal circumstances, VPA is mostly a “make your own teams” competition. Pick a couple of your best partners and
try to whip your buddies for some nice buckles.
The year 2020 was hardly normal! We hosted a February 2-person Draw Sort to open the year, followed by our only
Divisional event in March before we closed down to comply with health orders.
Months later, when some restrictions were eased, we applied for a “safe opening” from the County and thanks to some
nifty work from our board members we got going again in October. Due to “many” factors, we elected to host only draw
events. This created a situation where no member would feel pressured to compete. If you’re comfortable getting out, enter
up... If you were in a situation where you were not comfortable, then we fully supported the choice not to compete.
But compete we did... October and November showed good attendance, not huge, and you could feel some apprehension.
But, I hope we mitigated that with many modifications to our show operations. We also made the decision not to award our
two most coveted buckles in 2020... The Willy Chamberlin Rider of the Year and the Joe McCollum Lightning Run buckle will
be pushed to 2021, when we hope to host enough events to earned points for those awards.

2020 VPA Officers
Katrin Grienitz, Laurie Stoneburner, Bob Mott, Tracy Ward, Brian Burkittt, Guy Hamilton, Gordon Statler

Message from Bob Mott - Continued
I feel the best thing we did in a year full of
sadness and difficulties was to honor the loss
of our friend, Larry Saarloos. He died in April
and we were never able to celebrate such a
wonderful life!
Our December event was dedicated to Larry’s
memory and to showing his family some
small measure of comfort. Keith Saarloos
spoke at our opening ceremony and that was
followed by some of the most exciting Sorting
we have seen in a long time. Run offs to fill
the top 10. Ties in the top 10 run off. Coin flips
and another run off to decide the winner.
We presented the winning buckles, complete
with Larry’s name and family brand. The
winning team was then asked to present a
family buckle to Linda and Keith. There were
mostly non-dry eyes in the arena that
afternoon. We continue to wish comfort to
Linda and her family and that Larry RIP.

This has been my last year serving as the VPA President. It has
been a privilege and I am happy to be associated with the many
past presidents who have made this such a successful and fun
organization.
Merry Christmas and a much better New Year in 2021...
Bob Mott
VPA President
At days end, the last team standing was:

BUCKLE WINNERS
Doug Houston
Kim Danhauer
Krystle Keese
RESERVE WINNERS
Ron Morales
Gary Novatt
Bob Mott

Mighty Five Ranch

Rory & Heather Livingston
Ken & Margaret Mang
Gaviota Ranch

California Collegiate Reined Cow Horse Achievement Award

This award will be given to one horse/rider team who embodies the sport
of reined cow horse, competes in in our events, works to bring others
together and celebrates one’s victories as well as their own while
exhibiting good sportsmanship and having a positive attitude. The
recipient of this year’s award has worked on this program from the
inception. When the global pandemic hit and many college students went
home, she came up with the idea and worked with our team to bring in
other affiliates so that college student can complete within their home
regions.
This year’s California Collegiate Reined Cow Horse Achievement
award goes to Shea Linane!
Shea attends Cal Poly and is graduating this Spring.

SUNSET AUTO CENTER CHEVROLET BUICK IN LOMPOC
1300 N. H Street Lompoc CA 93436  www.sunsetautocenter.com

Sunset Auto Center Novice of the year

Sunset Auto Center Novice of the Year
This award is geared towards our dedicated Novice competitors. This

person is one who has worked hard throughout the past year to improve on
their riding skills and shows a genuine love for the sport. This person
embodies everything about reined cow horse and demonstrate good
sportsmanship and ethical conduct in and out of competition.

The Sunset Auto Center Rider of the Year is Terri Branquinho Jackson!

The mission of the Santa Ynez Valley Equestrian Association is to provide a multi-use facility for
equine activities with accompanying educational experiences in order to foster safe and humane
horsemanship. Our goal is to develop, maintain and operate our equestrian facility in a manner that
preserves and enriches out community's equestrian lifestyle including youth and therapeutic riding.
The center is envisioned as a resource that will attract quality equestrian events and innovative
instruction to improve the special relationship between horse and human.

